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If you glance at the Vietnam Veterans Me-

morial you will be surprised to see many last
names and first names in Spanish that are
carved on the wall. You will find Diaz,
Rodriguez, Gonzalez, Cruz and many other
names. These are the Hispanic soldiers, thou-
sands of them Puerto Ricans, that gave their
lives without hesitation in defense of what this
Nation stands for.

No one asked if these Puerto Rican soldiers
who were drafted had a proficient knowledge
of English. They were sent to South Vietnam
along with other Americans to fight.

Among the many who fought in Vietnam we
know the story of U.S. Army Capt. Euripides
Rubio. He was born in Ponce, PR and entered
service at Fort Buchanan. While in Vietnam,
Capt. Rubio left a safe position to aid the
wounded during a massive attack. He had
been wounded several times when he noticed
a grenade which had fallen dangerously close.
As he ran to throw the grenade back to the
enemy he was killed.

Another Puerto Rican hero, Hector
Santiago-Colon entered service in New York
as a specialist fourth class in the U.S. Army.
While serving in Vietnam, Santiago alerted his
comrades to an approaching attack by the
enemy. Suddenly fire broke out and his com-
rades tried to defend their position. An enemy
soldier crawled close to Santiago’s foxhole
and dropped a grenade. Knowing that there
was no time to throw the grenade, Santiago
tucked it in close to his stomach and took the
full impact of the blast.

These courageous Puerto Rican men fought
at the risk of their own lives above and be-
yond the call of duty in defense of this Nation.

More than 200,000 Puerto Ricans have
served in U.S. foreign wars and thousands
have died fighting. Many made it back home
but have lived their lives scarred from wounds
and from the brutal images that are intrinsic to
any military aggression.

We gather here today in front of this memo-
rial to honor the men and women who at a
given moment in the history of this Nation
have worn the uniform of military service,
whether in peace time or during war. On a
peace keeping mission, or in wars, or in so-
called police actions they served with courage,
honor, and distinction.

The emotional stress of the military has af-
fected all of our soldiers, and more intensely
Puerto Rican soldiers from rural areas. Puerto
Rican soldiers had to cope with military train-
ing, discrimination in the military, often not un-
derstanding the English language, being away
from the familiar, and lastly the brutal experi-
ence of the battlefield.

In addition, a disproportionate number of
Puerto Rican soldiers were exposed to the vi-
olence of war and still suffer from post-trau-
matic stress disorder. This long-term mental
illness has prevented them from being able to
hold jobs, acquire housing, and live normal
lives.

Puerto Rican veterans have been advocat-
ing their needs in the public arena for more
than 20 years, but not much has been accom-
plished. They need the help of Congress and
the White House to improve their lives. On this
National Puerto Rican Affirmation Day, they
will make their voices heard and we will try to
find solutions to their health and socio-
economic problems.

Despite the existence of current veteran
programs, many of them have failed to provide

adequate health services and employment op-
portunities. In addition, lack of information,
often unavailable in Spanish, has prevented
Puerto Rican veterans from participating in
these programs.

Puerto Rican veterans need access to a
health care system that is culturally sensitive
and appropriate to their needs. They also
need job training programs that would suc-
cessfully prepare them to hold a job in the
workplace and to develop their careers.

Many Puerto Rican veterans have ex-
pressed their desire to buy homes and to own
businesses. We need to expand the availabil-
ity of low interest loans for small businesses
and home ownership to minority veterans. We
also need to develop programs that would ef-
fectively incorporate health, housing, and em-
ployment services to assist homeless veter-
ans.

Puerto Rican veterans are eager to enjoy
healthy and productive lives with their loved
ones. We owe our veterans the opportunity to
participate fully in society and to successfully
reestablish their lives. United we can bring
about positive change through social and eco-
nomic justice.

We live in a society that has always hon-
ored those who have served this country. It is
for that reason that today we will recognize
the contributions of Puerto Rican men and
women who have served in our Armed
Forces. In whatever capacity they served, let
us today reaffirm our desire never to forget
their contributions to this country’s military
agenda and the missions that were assigned
to them.

Puerto Ricans have contributed to the fabric
of this Nation in all areas, from science and
the military, to the arts and public policy. I
would like to ask you to join me in thanking in
particular the veterans that have come from all
parts of the country and from Puerto Rico to
be here with us, reaffirm our rights as Puerto
Ricans and to show their support to this Na-
tional Puerto Rican Reaffirmation Day.
f

PROFESSOR DONALD E. PIENKOS
1996 POLISH HERITAGE AWARD
RECIPIENT

HON. GERALD D. KLECZKA
OF WISCONSIN

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 1996

Mr. KLECZKA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
congratulate my friend Prof. Donald Pienkos
on receiving the Pulaski Council of Milwau-
kee’s 1996 Polish Heritage Award.

I can think of few people who have dedi-
cated so much of their time, talents, and en-
ergy to the study and promotion of our Polish-
American heritage. Professor Pienkos, through
his outstanding work as a scholar, educator,
author, and activist has done much to ensure
that the life-long efforts of those members of
our Polish-American community who have
gone before us will be long remembered.

Professor Pienkos is the author of several
books including ‘‘PNA: Centennial History of
the Polish National Alliance,’’ ‘‘One Hundred
Years Young: A History of the Polish Falcons
of America,’’ and ‘‘For Your Efforts on Po-
land’s Behalf.’’ These outstanding works pro-
vide us with a detailed and lasting account of
the Polish-American peoples’ ongoing efforts

to improve the quality of life for Poles in the
United States and in Poland.

As a professor of political science at the
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, Donald
Pienkos has dedicated his professional career
to the study and teaching of Eastern European
politics and government. Throughout the whirl-
wind of change which has taken place in East-
ern Europe during recent years, Professor
Pienkos has served as an invaluable source of
information and insight not only to the stu-
dents of UWM, but to our entire community.

Donald Pienkos also plays an active and
leading role in a number of Polish-American
organizations and has helped to shape the
course and direction which these organiza-
tions have taken. Don has served as a na-
tional director of the Polish National Alliance
and is also past president of the Wisconsin
State Division of the Polish American Con-
gress. Through his involvement in organiza-
tions such as these, Professor Pienkos has
worked hard to ensure that our Nation’s rich
Polish-American heritage will remain alive and
vibrant for years to come.

Mr. Speaker, I commend Don Pienkos on
his worthwhile and outstanding work and con-
gratulate him on receiving the 1996 Polish
Heritage Award. I wish him continued success
for years to come. Sto Lat!
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Mr. GORDON. Mr. Speaker, I am taking this
opportunity to applaud the invaluable services
provided by the East Side Volunteer Fire De-
partment. These brave, civic-minded people
give freely of their time so that we may all feel
safer at night.

Few realize the depth of training and hard
work that goes into being a volunteer fire-
fighter. To quote one of my local volunteers,
‘‘These firemen must have an overwhelming
desire to do for others while expecting nothing
in return.’’

Preparation includes twice-monthly training
programs in which they have live drills, study
the latest videos featuring the latest in fire-
fighting tactics, as well as attend seminars
where they can obtain the knowledge they
need to save lives. Within a year of becoming
a volunteer firefighter, most attend the Ten-
nessee Fire Training School in Murfreesboro
where they undergo further, intensified train-
ing.

When the residents of my district go to bed
at night, they know that should disaster strike
and their home catch fire, well-trained and
qualified volunteer fire departments are ready
and willing to give so graciously and gener-
ously of themselves. This peace of mind
should not be taken for granted.

By selflessly giving of themselves, they en-
sure a safer future for us all. We owe these
volunteer fire departments a debt of gratitude
for their service and sacrifice.
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